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<A>.Introduction

Back in the 1420s, the expeditionary fleets of China's Ming
Dynasty reached Australian shores. For centuries, the Chinese
sailed across vast seas and settled down in what they call South

Land, or today's Australia.[2]

These sentences are parts of a speech by the Chinese President Hu Jintao

(&AE%3) in the Australian Parliament on Friday morning, October 24,

2003. | watched the TV broadcast and made notes at the Australian
National University. There were many Australian Chinese watching the
presidential speech, too. At that time, the spectacular imperial fleets

of Zheng He came to my mind, and one significant question as well - Why
did the Ming Empire cease the expeditions of Zheng He? What obstacle was

there to continuing the imperial fleets? Then | started my research.

The Republic of Singapore and overseas Chinese communities in Southeast



Asia are the most significant legacies of Zheng He's voyages. The
historical site of Melaka in Malaysia perhaps is the most essential.
While Ma Huan's book Ying Ya Sheng Lan has still not been translated
into modern Chinese, there is already a good English translation and
notes - checked against data from various countries. Admiral Zheng He is

a great man in world history, not just Chinese history.

Relevant Chinese classical books of the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties
carry implications of Sinocenterism, prejudice, territorialism, and a
confusion between tribute and trade, which often distort the reality of
history. My thesis uses resources from different countries to appraise
historical works and documentations from the Ming Dynasty and early Qing
Dynasty, in order to analyze the real situation of international

relations in the early Ming Period.

There are several explanations of the original chief motive for the
expeditions of Admiral Zheng He. In my thesis | put forward an entirely
new theory. Zheng He's voyage, | argue, included a secret military
mission, and forty-nine considerations are used to support my

interpretation.

What obstacle was there to continuing Zheng He's fleets? This is a
significant question because this episode marked a turning point in
Chinese history[3]. Zheng He's expeditions underlined the sophistication
of Chinese navigation and shipbuilding technology. By 1500 the early
Ming Empire was the most powerful and advanced nation of its time[4][5].
However, the Ming Empire, whatever the cause, then retreated from the
ocean and China lost its position. In my thesis, | will discuss this

question.

Notes:

[1]. This paper was presented to the 15th Biennial Conference of the Asian Studies Association
of Australia in Canberra 29 June-2 July 2004. It has been peer-reviewed and appears on the
Conference Proceedings website by permission of the author(s) who retain(s) copyright. The
paper may be downloaded for fair use under the Copyright Act (1954), its later amendments

and other relevant legislation.



[2]. The Canberra Times. October 25, 2003.

[3].Elvin, Mark. The Pattern of the Chinese Past. Stanford. Stanford
University Press. 1973-1998. p203

[4].Daniels, Patricia S. and Hyslop, Stephen G. Almanac of world
history. Washington D.C.:National Geographic Society. 2003. P170

[5].ennedy, Paul. The rise and fall of the great powers - Economic
change and military conflict from 1500 to 2000. New Haven: Yale
University Press. 1992. Chapter one - Ming China.



<B>.Allying with the Timur Empire to destroy the Mongol Empires.

I had studied history at Peking University, climbed different sections

of the Ming Dynasty Great Wall, and visited the Forbidden City. | have
travelled to Nanjing, Shanghai, Quanzhou, Guangzhou and Hong Kong.
Singapore and Zheng He historical sites of Melaka in Malaysia were
visited by me several times, they gave me much inspiration. Because
twenty-nine considersations have been presented in English in Singapore,
and | have limited space here, so only five considersations are

presented.

1.Hormuz, Samarkand and Herat all belong to the Timur Empire, 1400-1447

Hormuz, Samarkand and Herat all belonged to the Timur Empire, and the
Timur Empire controlled the whole of Persia from 1400 to 1447. Ma Huan's
Ying Ya Sheng Lan, Fei Shen's Xing Cha Sheng Lan, Chen Cheng's Xi Yu
Xing Cheng Ji, Xi Yu Fan Guo Zhi, Yan Cong Jian's Shu Yu Zhou Zi Lu and
the Foreign Records of the Ming History which misread the reality. Zheng

He's fleet visit to Hormuz was actually to visit the Timur Empire.

The period of Timurid government in Iran extends from 1405 to
1507.[1]

"Under his rule (1409-1447), it remained a coherent dominion of

considerable extent in central Asia and the Near East.[2]

(1) The capital of the Timur Empire moved to Herat, not Samarkand

Shah Rukh (Timur's fourth son, 1405-1447) and his remarkable wife,
Gawhar Shad, emerged as undisputed masters of an empire stretching from
the Tigris River to the borders of the Chinese Ming Empire. From their
capital at Herat they led a cultural renaissance by their lavish

patronage of the arts, attracting to their court artists, architects,



philosophers and poets acknowledged today among the world's most

illustrious.

Shah Rukh declined to move to Samarkand and conducted the government of
the Timurid empire from Herat until his death in 1447. His eldest

son was appointed governor of Samarkand. Thus during this time the
capital of the timur Empire was at Herat - at present day west of
Afghanistan. Its location is between Samarkand and Hormuz. From Hormuz
to Herat was an important section of the silk road. Many exquisite
examples of Timurid architecture remain in Herat today. Though ravaged
by man and nature, they remain as glorious monuments to the artistic

genius of their creators and an inspiration to all who view them. [3]

(2) 1405-1435, The Timur Empire was still quite strong

Under the reign of Shah Rukh, the Timur Empire was still quite strong
and had quite high scientific and cultural achievements. It was so
distant that its military forces could not threaten the Ming Empire, but

it could confront the Qirot or Tartar Empire. Because the Timur Empire
was strong, an alliance with the Timur Empire to destroy the Tartar and

Oirot was a reasonable decision for the Ming Imperial government.

Notes:

[1].Jackson, Peter. The Cambridge History of Iran, volume 6, The Timurid
and Safavid Periods. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1986.
P98

[2].Jackson, Peter. The Cambridge History of Iran, volume 6, The Timurid
and Safavid Periods. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1986.
P104

[3].Anderson, Ewan W Dupree, Nancy Hatch. The Cultural basis of Afghan

nationalism. London: Pinter, 1990

2.The Timur Empire's language - Persian: the Sri Lanka Stele 1409.



Summary: Persian was used only in the Timur Empire at that time. Zheng
He had still not been to any Persian area, but Persia is used in the Sri
Lanka Stele in 1409. The stele has just three languages - Chinese,
Persian and Tamil. It may be considered that the Timur Empire is the

goal of Zheng He's voyage.

ARAEFEAEBNIEBEFRENFHILE  RONEE. MHERLUNFE
M, EERA A BERS¥. LEEERREE  BEOR , REEMA , A

RRR, RERE, KHEXE , BAKE, . KRELFZA. EE. [1]

(1) Persian was the Timur Empire's language

In 1409, on the second month, Admiral Zheng He set up the Sri Lanka
Stele during his second voyage[2]. This stele was found in 1911, and now
is preserved in the Sri Lanka Museum[3]. There is an interesting fact
about this Stele. It uses three languages - Chinese, Tamil and Persian.
Tamil is the local language. Why use Persian in Sri Lanka? I checked
this with Indian, Sri Lankan and Iranian scholars at ANU. They agree
that Persian was the Timur Empire's language and that Sri Lankan people

did not understand this language.

(2) All the areas using Persian were ruled by the Timur Empire

During 1405-1435, Persian was used only in the Timur Empire. Or perhaps
it could be said that all the areas using Persian were ruled by the

Timur Empire. There was a small group call Parsees - Zoroastrians - who
used ancient Persian (Parsee, one dialect of Persian, before Islam) in

the western Indian subcontinent. They fled to India from Persia in
seventh to eighth century for avoiding religious persecution from
Muslims. However Parsee and Persian (after Islam) are different, this
stele is written in Persian not Parsee. Besides, Admiral Zheng He has no

reason to address this small group.



(3) If the inscription was addressed to Muslims, it should be in Arabic

The Chinese and Tamil inscription in this stele talk about the Buddha,
but in the Persian inscription, this is changed to "Light of Islam™. Sri
Lanka was a Buddhist and Hindu country. Admiral Zheng He and his
colleagues were Muslims. If the inscription had been written for

themselves, it should have used Arabic not Persian. [4]

(4) In the Indian subcontinent has more than 20 important languages

In the Indian subcontinent there were more than 20 important languages
at that time, but Persian was not among them[5]. Admiral Zheng He had
visited countries speaking several different languages, including Thai,
Malay, Burmese, Bangladesh, Arabic and Indis (Vietnam's writing was
Chinese during that time) , but they were not used in this Stele. One
Chinese scholar says, "Persian was an international language at that
time", | can not agree. Checking with Indian history, there was no

"international language" at that time.

(5) In 1409 Zheng He's fleet had still not reached any Persian area

By the second month, 1409, Admiral Zheng He's fleet had still not been

to any Persian area including Hormuz. However, Hormuz - the most
important port of the Timur Empire was designated as a future
destination in the next month (the third month) by Emperor Yongle. To
return to China from Sri Lanka and send a report to Nanjing or Beijing,
one month would have been necessary. Thus when Zheng He returned to
Nanjing, almost immediately, Emperor Yongle designated Hormuz as the

chief destination for the next voyage.

(6) The inscription of stele involves the authority of the Ming Emperor

The Sri Lanka stele and other steles of Zheng He are substantially
different[6]. This stele speaks of the orders of Emperor Yongle, not of
Admiral Zheng He. It makes clear that the Chinese Ming Emperor has
dispatched Grand Eunuch Zheng He, Wang Guitong and so on to proclaim the

Ming Empire's power and friendship to some particular audience.



(7) 1398 Timur invaded Delhi: his military capacity was famous in India

Because this stele uses the language of the Timur Empire - Persian - it
may be considered that the stele intended audience is the emperor of
the Timur Empire. In 1398, Timur's invasion through Punjab went as far
as Delhi, where he massacred 100,000 Hindu citizens and pillaged the
city. Such cruelty and strong military capability would become his
trademark [7]. These events were well understood - 1409, only a few year

later.

(8) Conclusion

Thus Admiral Zheng He's goal was alliance with the Timur Empire for a
large-scale military action to destroy Mongol powers. The use of Persian
on the stele is substantial evidence for this. The Persian inscription
indicates that Zheng He wanted to take some message to the Timur Empire,
and thus that the Timur Empire was the chief original destination of

Zheng He's voyage.
Notes:
[1] &R (BMEEERE) A1t BEHTESEF.1970. PO

1% B A R 5= X BB (Naito Torajiro) FF R 3C,

[21.BE. (2EEBE . SELE) [BAH]BEAHRE LR FAFEER.1954.
TKBEEFEFHEEAREBNETER OCkh) |, SEMHESB , THBSER

, RS, REAHE  UWREBZA, o

[3].This stele now is in the Sri Lanka National Museum in Colombo.

2lnep. (BRI TFAEF) AR FEEF.1983. P22

191 1 FYEFEMER AR HEHRBAIRR, BARTEES

BUREY , EZREY , HEAEREHEZ.



[4].Arabic being the language of the Koran and the Islamic faith in

general.

[5].

Listl Languages of India

Hindi* 28 %
Telugu* 8 %
Bengali* 8 %
Marathi* 8 %
Tamil* 7%
Urdu* 5%
Gujarati* 5%
Kannada* 4 %
Malayalam* 4%
Oriya* 4%
Punjabi* 3%
Assamese* 2%
Santali 1%
Kashmiri*, Sindhi* 1%
Sanskrit* --
English* --
Other 12%

List2 Languages of Sri Lanka

Sinhalese* 66 %
Tamil 33 %
Other 1%

[6]. For example:
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WHEBEPZIWAER L, $BE E EREE,

[7].Barnes, lan. The history atlas of Asia. New York: Macmillan. 1998.
P95
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3.Hormuz was designated by Emperor Yongle before 3rd voyage, 1409

Summary: Hormuz was designated by Emperor Yongle in the third month of
1409, before the third voyage of Zheng He. It is distant and Zheng He

had not been there. Hormuz was an important port of the Timur Empire.

Four months later, Qiufu EB4& commanded 100,000 calvary, launching the

first large-scale expedition to attack the Northern Yuan.

Regarding the present dispatch of Grand Eunuch Zheng He on an
official affair to Hormuz and other countries of West Region. |
order the use of Gantai? to move money and food for officers and
soldiers. you and other people according to number for

specifying and payment immediately, no delay.[1]

SEAESNARHLASEFSEAR  SAAERERRESE B
EREEE  NERE, [1]

(1) In 1409, the Fleet had not visited distant Hormuz

In 1409, (the 3rd month of the 7th year of Yongle) Emperor Yongle sent

an Imperial Edict to the Imperial son-in-law (Military Officer) in

Nanjing - Song Biao HRfZ and Commandant of Nanjing - Li Long Z=F£, to

prepare for the third expedition of Admiral Zheng He. In this year the
Ming Imperial Fleet still had not visited Hormuz which was so distant,

farther than from Spain to America.
(2) There is no mention of Hormuz in the Twenty-Three Histories
There are no records that Chinese had sailed to Hormuz before Zheng He

in "Dynastic Histories". However before the imperial fleet departed from
China for the third voyage, Emperor Yongle is designating Hormuz as the

11
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chief destination. There is no mention of Hormuz in the "Twenty-Two

Dynastic Histories". From the Record of History (ShiJi) 5252 down to the

Jin History £ %.

The first record concerning Hormuz is in the Yuan History Jt 5, just a

single place name with other forty-five place names in a big area[2]. Of

course, the "Records of Foreign Countries” #\BJ{& in the "Twenty-Three

Dynastic Histories” would be a significant reference for the Emperor

Yongle.

The second record concerning Hormuz in the Twenty-Five Dynastic
Histories is in the Ming History, in the 10th year of Yongle (1412) [3].
The third mention is in the 13th year of Yongle (1415) [4], which
records the first tribute (trade) from Hormuz to the Chinese Ming
Empire, and it is the first tribute from Hormuz in the Chinese official

record in the whole of Chinese history.

(3) Hormuz, Herat and Samarkand all belonged to the Timur Empire

In reality, during this time 1405-1435, Hormuz 2.8 587, Herat 152! and

Samarkand #(FE52Z all belonged to an Empire - the Timur Empire or

Timurid Dynasty. This fact was not understood until the early Qing
Dynasty (Ming History), and some Chinese historian still have not
understood this. It was possibly due to intentional misstatement because

of the strategic considerations of the early Ming Period.

Because Emperor Yongle wanted to ally the Timur Empire to destroy Mongol
powers and did not want to stimulate the Mongol cavalry empires - the
Tartar and Oirot. The Ma Huan's book - Ying Ya Sheng Lan - intentionally
misread the situation, let Hormuz, Herat and Samarkand be read as three

different country. Other Chinese books followed this mistake.

(4) Why did Emperor Yongle use the two characters "official affair"?

12
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Why did Emperor Yongle use the two Chinese characters "official affair"

3B ? The 1417 Quanzhou Stele of Zheng He uses the same expression. Why

it did not say for tribute or trade?

(5) In the same year the first expedition of Emperor Yongle was launched

In the same year, just four months later (in the seventh month), the

Duke of Qiguo - Qiufu JH B2 B} & commanded 100,000 "Outstanding Calvary"

#58% , launching the first large-scale expedition to attack the Northern

Yuan Regime during Yongle Period. The next year, from 1410 to 1424,
Emperor Yongle himself commanded five great desert expeditions. Of
course, preparations for these expeditions would have required three or

four years.

(6) Conclusion

Therefore, Emperor Yongle designated Zheng He goingto Hormuz for
"official affairs" in 1409, not just for tribute or trade. It was a more
serious mission, in my opinion aiming at a secret military alliance - an

activity corresponding to the northern military expedition.

Notes:

[1]. (BERMEESR) B2 k¥ EE
B (BMEEEMH) AL.EBHFEERF.1970. P

[2]. (T8 . EE+E . BN . bkl .  FER)
TER (BE46H7 )
NRRE . EX . A\ET . RAEST . REEF . A[HE . ZRF . HRK .
. RSN . TNeA\R . EHE  RET  EE . ZEZDH . HERE .
BT . REBEN . MR . G . EKE . BRE . EER . FRER . K

= . PEE  WES O EXER . CEBEE . M/\BKE . HEE . REE HNFEER

13
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.BE{IH . TE . BE . #BN\x  FEXR . ZER . DPTE . HRGT .

BEZH . KETL . £#ET . BEX .

[3]. (AL . FIEE B +M . SAE L BB HH)
ZREN  EFAEtE  AHERIT, Z+HBATE . KE+F , RFUA
FIEEEHBER , BERT K MEFERER , NwBNEEERREE , B
HIHRE KRB, V& LCRAEEREYE  IHNERECHNTESER, 85
EFY . +=FEZ7M . HREEH , MUSE . LiE , BEIREUTEE .
B, MEHE . AIfEE  REBFEFE , HESFR . EERFEENERHE
Bl HIBEATHEMRRE . \FERM , EEEMN . ERTFHTEMER

. AREE

[4]. (BAS . AiLHEL . KEKET=F)
BF  HEUE, udb, MERT S, %2, T8, @3%F , HEE | &
R, ZEBRE K BFE K BI O BERE , AN, 18F , HMZR , g5

, RFIBAR . MMk ESERE, X5, 9B . WXPALULAEES .

4.Hormuz was chief goal; Zheng He's military role; Quanzhou Stele 1417

(1) Hormuz, mentioned on the Quanzhou stele, was a chief goal

Hormuz was the most significant goal of Zheng He's voyage. The Quanzhou
Stele in 1417 has a clear inscription. Secondly, on the stele Zheng He

is called General Military Commander, revealing his military role.
Thirdly, Hormuz was always the first place in the Middle East for Zheng

He's voyage.

14
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The Imperial mandated General Military Commander Grand Eunuch
Zheng He proceeding to Hormuz and other countries in the Western
Ocean for official affairs, offers incense and prays for God's

blessing on the 16th day, fifth month, fifteenth year of Yongle.

Governor Fu Heri recorded this and set up the stele.[1]

WERIAEWMMEIE
PFREEHSE L
BXKETHFHRAT
AERETEERO

EREAEREN BRI [1]

In 1417, the Quanzhou Stele of Zheng He was set up, it hasan
inscription recording that Admiral Zheng He's mission is to go to Hormuz
and other countries in the Western Ocean, for official missions. In
1420, Emperor Yongle ordered some military officers to upgrade their
ranking because they had visited Hormuz.[2] It was very clear that
Hormuz was the main destination. This means that the Timur Empire was

the chief goal.

(2) On the stele, Zheng He is called General Military Commander

Admiral Zheng He is called - "General Military Commander" in this stele.
This underlines the military role of Zheng He. This was a military

mission, not a commercial mission.

(3) Hormuz was always the first destination in Middle East

From the third voyage of Zheng He, every expedition went first to
Hormuz, before going to other places inthe Middle East.[3] Why is
Hormuz given such an important place? [4] It was not a small country at
that time[5], but a city in the Timur Empire, which in Iran extends from
1405 to 1447.[6]

15
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Notes:

LERERM <BNITELEE (@) #>

[2]. (BAREEE) B-—RH KE+/\F

KETN\FRAFR , #TERS , AMEARFZERNFEEEEE X
EMRE , BA—R. REARIEHEEREAREREERSE K E5
IEFESE, KEAFEECERABNEERS, [2]

[B].FR%. BL#MAZBEPAIRR) JbR. LT AKE HR4t.1996-2002.

P132

[41.EE. (EEBE)  "'EfAF K BMECAEBNEERAE  ERZEEE

%@ , REESR. EER/N\FER, |

[5].Personal conversation with Australian National University, Faculty

of Arts, Iranian scholar Dr. Seyed Torabi.

This is a substantial key question. Many Chinese records exist

serious mistakes. For example, CRIEBE) , (EEBE) , (RiEAZE
8) and (BA%) and son on. They put Samarkand # 5 5% and Hormuz
28 BHT becoming two countries. (B ) Bl , includes HFE RFEE
and ZE2 R E.

My explanation is that the mistakes are based on an intention to

mislead. They were all misled by & CREBE) and B (EEBE
) . Because Zheng He's voyage was a secretary military mission, they

want to ally with the timur Empire without the Mongols knowing. BA %A

16
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=HEEE (AXEEHE) BF . "EF2H, EEBM. .

[6].Jackson, Peter. The Cambridge History of Iran, volume 6, The Timurid
and Safavid Periods. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1986.
P98

5.Marco Polo's sea route. Persia and Yuan China were allies

(1)Marco Polo's routes: Hormuz to Beijing, land, Beijing to Hormuz, sea

Between 1271 and 1295, Marco Polo went from Venice to Hormuz, then from
Hormuz through Central Asian cities such as Shibarghan and Balkh - very
close to Samarkand[1] , then went to Beijing by land.[2] Marco Polo went
from Beijing via Nanking and neighboring cities to Quanzhou, then from
Quanzhou through the Singapore strait to Hormuz by sea, then returned to

Venice.

He convoyed the Yuan Dynasty princess Kuokuozhen f& 8 E to the II-Khan

Empire, landing at Hormuz[3]. The II-Khan Empire was established by

Hulagu fB%IJT, elder brother of Kublai Khan[4]. Thus from Hormuz he went

to Samarkand, then from Samarkand to Beijing, and from Beijing to Hormuz
by sea. There is nothing extraordinary about this route. In reality,

Marco Polo's sea route and Admiral Zheng He's were very similar.

(2) Persia and Yuan China were allies in Marco Polo's period

When Kublai Khan called himself the Great Khan of all the Mongols, the
other four Khanates did not all agree. The Khan of the Ogodei Empire
refused to recognize it. Civil war broke out. The Khan of the Chagatai
Empire and the Khan of the Golden Horde Empire supported the Khan of the
Ogodei Empire (Kublai Khan and these three Khans were cousins). Only

I1-Khan (in Persia) supported Kublai Khan.

17
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So the situation became that Yuan China and Persia were allies
confronting the other three Khanates in Central Asia and South Russia.
Emperor Yongle would have known this history. The chief original motive
of Zheng He's voyage - allying with the Timur Empire to confront the
Northern Yuan - the purpose is similar to that of the mission of Marco
Polo. Both targets were the capitals of Persian countries, going to

Hormuz by sea, then going to the capital by land.

(3) The situation of West Asia was understood in the early Ming period

The Yuan History (Yuanshi) was written in the early Ming Period.
According to the record of the Yuan History. In the seventh year of Yuan
Taizu (Ghengis Khan), the army of the Mongols had intensively looted the
Arab Empire. In the third year of Yuan Xianzong, Hulagu commanded troops
to conquer the West Region - Caliphate, Baghdad and other countries.

Thus the situation of West Asia was understood in the early Ming period.

Notes:

[1].From Hormuz, via Shiraz, Mashhad, Samarkand, Kokand, Turfan to
Dunhuang was the famous "Silk Road".
Philip's Atlas of World History. London: George Philip. 1999. P104

[2].Polo, Marco, 1254-13237? tr. and ed. with notes by Sir H. Yule. The
book of Ser Marco Polo the Venetian concerning the kingdoms and
marvels of the East. London: J. Murray. 1903. Edition 3rd. Vol.1.
P108, P145

Polo, Marco, 1254-1323? The travels of Marco Polo. Harmondsworth:

Penguin, 1987. (translated [from the Italian] and with an
introduction by Robert Latham) has same data.

BURE. (FSREER) FEA NG IET HMR#E.2003. Map.

[B]. TtEAER . EL =1+ (1290) k& 90 AEEE , "BES/\Z(HNER
) AMBERE (FRTETMTL , HE (Bt kK %K) R
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(RERHE) E—hm—N\ , kM (FREER) HEFS.

it

g/

REF , T—F  RERET , RZRH , R=XHE , AEHEEF

J

, RERESZ | RABRTLKE , REMERFAE...

[6]. (L . FigHE— . KETLF)

TEFEFE, ETHRERER. BERILASH . ERARRE , Kixz

CEWHRT By REFE  SERBEER K .

[6]. (TS . REEE= . BR=F)

EAR #FIBRIRIIRSESREEA SR ER/\IRESEE . X&

BEATFHE, T8NFAEMMR, BRERRZREFR.
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<C>.The Great Wall replaced the Imperial Fleets.

1.Surrounded by the colossal empires of Ghengis Khan

In 1368, Emperor Hongwu drove the Mongols back to Mongolia and founded
the Ming Empire. He guarding against Mongol incursions and aming to rule
like the splendid Tang Empire. However the shadow of Ghengis Khan still

covered the new Dynasty.

Emperor Shun left Yuyang to the north and moved around in the
deserts. He restored the former capital, with its old posessions
intact. The Yuan dynasty had "fallen”, but in truth it had never
begun to fall.

JEFF b RS | BERAR  BERE , FREYW , tUMBEREAT. [1]

The Emperor Hongwu's concerns were fixed on the northern

deserts, and his attention never slackened for a single day.

SEFETRIL , BERE—BEBH[2]

The 14th century was the Mongol century in world history[3]. In the 15th
century, the influence [4] of Ghengis Khan's gigantic, cruel empire and
its conquests still remained. The Ming Empire was surrounded by the
great empires that were the legacy of Ghengis Khan. The heirs to his

empire were still a serious threat to the Ming dynasty.

Notes:

[1]. (ASEREEAR) B+ , HTER.
[2]. %8, (BHE) .[FAFH] RRAFRIJLT. 5 5 R4 1958

[3].O'Brien, Patrick K. .Oxford - Atlas of World History. New York:
Oxford University Press. 2002. 13th century.

20



21

[4]. {TE) . (TA#EL) TEFEFRBARRKRE , ETAREER,

2.Moving the capital to Beijing for northern defense

Moving the capital from Nanjing to the Beijing was just a step in the
process of transferring resources north for national security. Except
for the spectacular expedition of the fleets led by Zheng He, the actual
orientation of the Yongle emperor was to the inner Asian land frontier
and China's fierce opponents on the Mongolian plateau. Nothing
demonstrates that more clearly than his decision to transfer the capital

to Beijing. Many reasons have been given for this decision, including:

1. Northern frontier's defense[3]

2. Returning to the city that had been the capital under the Jin and Yuan
dynasties.[3]

3. Returning to the site of his former principality.[3]

4. Managing the reaction to his usurpation and regicide.[4]

5. Recognition that the capital of a united and strong China had usually

been in the north.

All these may have been contributing reasons, but undoubtedly the
primary reason was northern defense. With more than 900,000 troops
permanently on the northern frontiers[5], how could the capital of the

Ming empire be located in the South? The Emperor Hongwu had conducted
wars in the desert. What had been the real situations there? The answer

must be "terrible casualties". More than 100,000 soldiers from the Ming

empire died in these wars.[6] If Fang Xiaoru 75 Z{& [7] has been much

admired by historians for his self sacrificing nobility, what are we to
say about these 100,000 soldiers sacrificed under the early Ming? They
died in the service of their emperor and defending their country.

Everyone of them are their country's heros.

Emperor Yongle was obsessed with the northern borders. By
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placing his capital within the zone exposed to the steppe, he
could at all times oversee its problems and take immediate

action against them.[8]

Notes:

[1]. AXRE#H) B—=/\KkET+HF+—A .5

ARPEREBREE LB

[2]. (XRE#%) B==— k& T+ \F+-AKR.

KEE TR

[3].FRX,BM. (%) bt B ARHME. 2003. P135
[4]5RZEE. (KRB EHERNE-AH ARE) . Adb.ELmFELE. 1991

P280
[5].My calculation.
[6].My calculation.

[7].Fang Xiaoru (75 Z4%) 1357 - 1402

[8].Mote, F.W. .Imperial China 900-1800. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press. 2003. P619

3.Delay - three incidents delayed Zheng He's next voyage

The duty of defending Nanjing is not light, so you need not go

to Beijing on ceremony. Every thing should be consulted about

with the Grand Eunuch Commandants - Zheng He and Wang Jinghong.
Day and night carefully manage the troops, and organize the
garrison meticulously to prepare against incidents. Emphasize
discipline among the officers and soldiers, bringing stability

to the military and civilians alike, so as to fulfill important

duties of the state.
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TREARBERES  HeBRHE, VERTHRAESBN, ERILFE,
BERAL , BREML , BETR , BRMEN , UBFTE. MBS LEER
%, HERER , BEERZECE , & [1]

From 1427 to 1430 the Annam War of the Ming Empire entered a decisive
period. The "Western ocean expedition forces" were appointed to join the
Annam War[2]. In my judgment, the three emperors all trusted Admiral
Zheng He and his "Western ocean expedition forces". The delay of the

next ocean expedition occurred because of just three reasons .

1.Emperor Yongle had died in the desert expedition.
2.The rebellion of "the King of Han" had to be countered.

3.There was war between Annam and the Ming Empire.

Notes:

[1]. (AEREHK) S+ HBRITFAAFEXMKE

2] (HEREH) B+ XEE-F=A
TREBEEE—TA, HEBEHE—T-BA , BRRTEYBREE
BA , PHEEFE, WE, WL, AR, WK, EX, 82, If. EF
I EHER, OITHAEEZBE=FTARTEERNH. BELK

SEERR. [1]

4.Start of large-scale construction of the Ming Dynasty Great Wall

In 1434, After a series of military engagements, the Tuohuan
defeated and killed Alutai. China now faced a strong,

unchallenged Mongol group on its borders and encountered
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difficulties in employing the policy of divide and rule.[1]

Yuan people returned to northern, and often wanted to restore
their empire. Since the first year of Zhengtong (1435), the

threat from the enemy grew greater.[2]

TAJLER , EFREE  ERUE  BEEZ. [2]

In the winter of this year, the Duke of Chengguo Zhu Yong
reported: "Recently, the Oirot Tuohuan used military force to
pressure the Tartar Duoerjibale. I am worried that if he annexes
this area he will become stronger. | request that all frontier
forces be ordered to prepare and provision themselves
comprehensively in case of incident.” Emperor Yingzhong

congratulated him and accepted the advice.[3]

2%, BERKRES : "IAWNESERUTEREEZSEECSY  DRE

ff, BREA , SRZEEREURFE. o LEMZ. [3]

The last expedition of Admiral Zheng He ended in 1433. According to my
statistics, 98% of the Ming Dynasty Great Wall was constructed between
1434 and 1644, and enormous resources were transfered from the southern
to the northern frontier. (I intend to present more work on this point)

Thus it could be said that the great oceanic expedition of Admiral Zheng
He was brought to an end by the northern crisis of the Ming Empire, and
the Ming Dynasty Great Wall replaced the Ming Dynasty Imperial Fleets.

Notes:

[1].The Cambridge History Of China - the Ming Dynasty 1368-1644 Part2.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1998. In the section, "The
Ming and Inner Asia" Written by Morris Rossabi. P232.

[2]. (Y BR— . EE= B

[31.E%. (FAEBEE) [EFH].NE HhR+#t.1994. P734
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5.Horses - the key to the northern defense of the Ming Empire

Mongol grew up on horseback, hunting, playing and fighting from the
backs of their tough, grass-fed mounts. A mounted Mongol was a
formidable force, a superb cavalryman. However if they down to the
ground, they will be same with the Ming army in fighting capacity. This
is the reason why the Great Wall was effective. Existing an interesting
detail; soldiers could climb the Great Wall by rope or ladder but living
horses are very difficult to move passing the Great wall, especially, if

the quantity is too great.

Our Empire from Liaodong in the East to Gansu in the west
stretches over more than 6,000 Li. We have only 100,000 horses
suitable for warfare. In the area around Beijing, there are no
more than 20,000. If we were to encounter a cavalry force of
100,000, the most famous generals of ancient times would find
such an engagement difficult! Even though we have infantry
forces, we can merely use them interspersed with our cavalry to
buttress our strength on the field. If we were to try to mount a
pursuit to the north to capture enemy forces, it would be
impossible. Now our lack of horses means that if the nomads
mobilize their cavalry in the hundreds of thousands their
military superiority will be total. Throughout history, the
steppe people have long been the greatest threat to China.[1]

BHEERENHR  RAATHE , TBFESTE , LFIAEER
BTB-E 6 B&tEH , #La8THHER  ARLPE , BaURSEU
BB  BHEL. BRATER | SEREY  HALE B +E,

D82, BaRS  HERPEBAR. [1]

The horse was the key to why the Ming Empire could not win the war with

the Mongols, and keep the peace completely. Thus enormous resources had
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to be put into the northern frontier. This was inevitable. In the Asian
continent there were three important breeds of horse: the Mongol, Manchu
and Arab breeds. Mongol and Manchu horses just enjoying the cold or cool
climate. Because of geography, the summer seasons were too hot for
breeding Mongol and Manchu horses in Ming Chinese territories, so the
Chinese Ming empire was ineffective at producing horses. This factor led
to the Ming army's difficulties in face of the cavalries of the Mongols

and Manchus. It was a cruel reality of history. This is another point on

which | plan more detailed research.

Notes:

[1]. (BB REE ) P3658.
BRERHKE. (EHE) [HEH]RREFRE LR 55 HMR.1958.
%+ P775
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<D>.Conclusion

The country of Aborigine: >From Vietnam south past Java and Timor
by sea, one arrives at this country. Its territory needs four

months to walk from east to west, and fourty-five days from

south to north. The countrymen are familiarly with throwing
boomerangs, the size of a mirror, with a hole in the center and

an edge like a saw. From distance to throw people never miss.[1]

ENE , BXAFEE , mBRt. , DEHE, BRARAMAT , &
FEE+HEBT, ... BAER®WI) , AR , PEE , SEME B

B’A, ELH, [1]

Accoding to the Suishu P§%, in the Sui period (AD589-618) the Chinese

had some knowledge of a huge land, to the south of Annam, whose people
were familiar with throwing something which perhaps could be boomerangs.
Might this be Australia? More evidence would be needed to prove this.
My translation is just for reference. Singapore - as an overseas Chinese

state - is the greatest heritage[2] of Zheng He's voyage for the Chinese

in my opinion [3]. However if the expedition of Zheng He, after reaching
present-day Singapore, had changed direction to Australia or had the
voyages continued, the overseas Chinese state might not be just

Singapore, but the much larger Australia.

In China, Emperor Yongle died in 1424, but Admiral Zheng He still went
on his last expedition which lasted till 1433, after which the splendid
imperial fleet was abandoned. In Portugal, between 1424 and 1434, Prince
Henry paid Portuguese sailors to explore the coast of Africa, and built

a school of navigation at Sagres in Portugal, to train sailors for

further expeditions. After he had dispatched 15 ships, one finally
rounded Cape Bojador in 1434. After this event, the pace of exploration
increased. Dias rounded the Cape of Good Hope in 1487, and Columbus
discovered the West Indies in 1492. Then Europe dominated the ocean, and

China lost its opportunity forever.
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In 1444, invading Thai armies forced the Khmer to abandon the superb
Angkor Wat. From then on Cambodia was conquered by the Thai kingdom of
Siam. In 1453, the final fall of Constantinople ended the 1000 years of

the great Byzantine Empire (the East Roman Empire). These two once
brilliant civilizations disappeared forever. In 1449, the Ming Empire

almost faced the same fate. Because, however, more resources had been

put into the northern frontier, including the construction of the Ming

Dynasty Great Wall, the Ming Empire still flourished for a considerable

period.

The Ming Empire's obsession with defending the northern frontier
against the threat of Mongol incursions seriously limited its

capacity to respond to opportunities elsewhere.[4]

The Great Wall is an echo of imperial glory. It could be said, however,
that ironically, the Ming Dynasty Great Wall was the great obstacle to
continuing the Ming Dynasty's Imperial Fleets. Because of the serious
northern defense crisis, the great southern maritime opportunity was
lost forever. Only one thing may console us. Recently, China has
expanded its relations with the outside world through trade, and the
well-known writer on the fate of nations - Paul Kennedy - has forecast
that the gross national product of China will again become the world's
largest in 2040 [5]. Of course, China needs more investment in education

and economic construction for this opportunity to be realized.

There exists a link between the serious threat from the north border and

the abandonment of Admiral Zheng He's voyages. Between the northern
crisis and the Southern opportunity the Ming Imperial government
attended to the north. That was a reasonable decision. However this
decision has had a enormous consequences. Europe had its Industrial
Revolution earlier than China, in part at least because of its

continuous maritime development.

I summarize my conclusions below.

1.The original chief motive of Admiral Zheng He's voyage was a military
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alliance with the Timur Empire for the purpose of destroying "the

North Yuan" - the Tartar and Qirot empires.

2.The continual serious threat from the Mongol Empires’ Khans, meant
that for reasons of national security, the resources of the Ming
Empire moved to the north, and this brought an end to the expeditions
of Admiral Zheng He.

3.The construction of the Ming Dynasty Great Wall replaced the
expeditions of the Ming Dynasty Imperial Fleet.

4.The critical requirements of Northern Defense had a comprehensive
impact on the development of the politics, economy and culture of the

Chinese Ming Empire.

Note:
[1]. <BE&) BN\+=—<EH&EIE . ZF >

This connection is suggested by Menzies, Gavin. 1421 - The year
China discovered the world. London: Bantam. 2003. P202.

[2]. RiR5E. (CGREAZESEM) b . FFE/5.1966. P152.- "B FAFE |
EAFAHWER, |

[3].1 hope to expand on this point and provide more support in my future
research.

[4].Mote, F.W. Imperial China 900-1800. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press. 2003. P693

[5].Paul Kennedy. "Dreaming with BRICs (Brazil, Russia, India and
China): The Path to 2050". Quoted in "Awakening giants tipped to
tilt balance of world power", in The Australian, November 24 2003.
P19
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